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What is the difference between writing a personal letter by hand and sending an e-mail?

Which do you prefer and why?

50
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What kind of master would you like to have if you were a pet? Write your answer in English

in about 80 words.

50

40 60
You are a writer for travel brochures*. Introduce a place for a trip that you think is suitable
for a family with three children between the ages of four to thirteen. You can write about a
place that really exists or an imaginary place.

*brochure = pamphlet
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1  Which do you prefer, traveling alone or traveling in a group?

2  Which do you prefer, taking part in sports or watching them?

60 50

[ 1
[ 1
[ 1

In recent years the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology

(MEXT) has been encouraging public elementary schools to provide English conversation lessons

-8 -



during the periods devoted to General Studies. This has led to widespread discussion

concerning whether English should be made a compulsory subject at the elementary level.

What is YOUR opinion?
e Do you think that English should be made a compulsory subject from the first grade of
elementary school in Japan?
e Or, do you think that English should not be taught in elementary school at all?
e Or, is your opinion somewhere between these two extremes?

Write a paragraph defending ONE of these three positions, giving at least one appropriate

reason to support your opinion. 144mmx
100
MD portable MD player mobile phone
microwave rice cooker refrigerator
75 100
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80 100 Describe one

environmental problem facing Japan. What steps should be taken to solve this question.

In our lives we all have many teachers. All the way from kindergarten to high school and
university we have teachers talking to us, advising us, teaching and even sometimes scolding
us. What are the qualities of a good teacher? Describe one teacher you admire, his or her

character, influence on you, etc.

If you could meet two people in history, who would you like to choose? Give their names and

explain in English why you would like to see them. You can use about 80 words.

60 80
Much of what we see in television programs and movies includes scenes of explicit violence.
Some believe that this violence has created an atmosphere in which human life is not respected,
and that this has led to rising levels of violent crime. Others believe that while images of
violence have increased, violence on a screen is simply entertainment and cannot explain the
behavior of people who commit violent crimes.
The question is: Should there be laws to prevent the showing of explicit violence in television

programs and movies?

100

What experience in your life has influenced you the most? Choose an important experience.

- 10 -



Describe it clearly. Explain how it has influenced you.

1 3 100

1 "The best teacher I ever had"
2 "My high school life"

3 "My future plan or dream"

80 If

In essay form, please write approximately 100 words in English in answer to the following
questions.
Have you ever thought of experiencing an adventure? What kind of adventure would you

have?

Read the following Japanese conversation. Then, in English, write what you think about
telling lies. Make sure you present your idea clearly and explain it using specific examples.

Your answer should be about 120 words long.

100
Last year marked the 60th anniversary of World War . Nevertheless differences of opinion
remain between Japan and her neighbors, especially China and South Korea. 2005 also
witnessed mass anti-Japan demonstrations in these countries, related to, for example, Yasukuni
Shrine, territorial disputes, textbook issues, etc. Choose two of the issues and discuss what can

be done to solve them.
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Read the passage below and write a composition in English of about 200 words in which you
state your own opinion about the topic.

Non-native English-speakers worldwide now outnumber native ones 3 to 1. In Asia alone,
the number of English users has topped 350 million  roughly the combined populations of the
USA, the UK and Canada. The new English-speakers are not just passively absorbing the
language  they are shaping it. New Englishes are mushrooming the globe over, ranging from
"Englog,” the Tagalog-infused English spoken in the Philippines, to "Japlish,” the cryptic
English poetry beloved of Japanese copywriters  "Your health and loveliness is our best wish,"
reads a candy wrapper . Some people say that in the future, there could be a tri-English
world, one in which you would speak a local English-based dialect at home, a national variety at
work or school, and an international Standard English to talk to foreigners. There is a growing
sense that students should stop trying to copy native-speaker English, and use their own local

version.

100
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Face-to-face communication is better than other forms of communication, such as writing
letters, sending e-mail, or making telephone calls. Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons or

examples.

100
When does someone become an adult? Do you consider yourself to be an adult? Answer

these questions and explain why you think so.

@

Write 120-150 words of English about one of the topics below. Indicate the numbers of the
topic you have chosen. Also, indicate the number of words you have written at the end of the
composition.

1. What would you do with 100,000,000 yen?
2. Japan should open its doors to foreign workers.

3. The age of adulthood in Japan should be 18, as in many other countries.

@

Write 130-150 words of English about one of the topics below. Indicate the number of the
topic you have chosen. Also, indicate the number of words you have written at the end of the
composition.

1. Being feared is more important than being respected.
2. Religion has no place in modern society.

3. University education is useless in today's world.

®

100
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If you can acquire a new skill, what will it be and why?

@

1 Many car accidents are caused by young drivers. Should the age requirement for
obtaining driving licenses be raised to 20?

2 To encourage young people to learn English, books like the Harry Potter series should not
be translated into Japanese. Do you agree? Why?

3 "Health is more important than wealth." Do you agree or disagree? Why?

@

Read the short article below and answer the question that follows.
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Visitors to Sweden often notice that children’'s TV programs contain no commercials. Since
1991, Sweden has put a stop to TV advertising aimed at children under the age of 12. A
majority of Swedish parents support this move. They know that boy commercials often lead to
children bothering their parents with constant demands to buy the product. In fact, many
countries in Europe are thinking of following Sweden's lead.

Question
Do you think Japan should have similar restrictions on commercials during children's TV

programs? Give your opinion in about forty words. Answer in English.

@

150 200

80 100

Firstly.... Secondly... Thirdly...
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punctuation

input
output
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