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Skills and knowledge

As with any kind of performance, the skills of reading and interactive speaking are composed of
multiple sub-skills. In tennis, we need to learn how to serve, volley, lob and smash. In interactive
speaking, we need to learn how to formulate our thoughts, quickly access the appropriate words and
phrases to express those thoughts and monitor our speaking partner’s understanding and
reaction. Reading comprehension is also a mentally active process, made up of multiple subskills,
from basic decoding to recognising language structures, verbal reasoning and the integration of
relevant background knowledge. These sessions will give you an insight into the different
components of reading and speaking that teachers need to be aware of when planning and teaching
lessons. It will also give you practical classroom strategies to deepen students’ understanding of texts
while integrating realistic interactive discussions. You will have a chance to analyse and practise
different teaching techniques and strategies, such as:

- Modelling discussions - Choosing appropriate spoken language input

- Strategic use of Japanese + Other forms of scaftfolding
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