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T—< Teaching interactive speaking in balance with other English skills

In recent years, interactive speaking has become associated with either small talk conversation activities or full-blown debates.

However, consensus-building discussion activities offer teachers an alternative tool to building students’ interactive speaking

skills. This session will show teachers how they can include consensus-building tasks in their lessons, using an example from a

Ministry-approved textbook unit.

Aim: Participants better understand how to integrate consensus-building discussion tasks with other skills.

Participants will:

*Understand the role of communication strategies in helping students to maintain interactive speaking discussions

*Experience as students a unit which uses reading and listening texts to build up students background knowledge and language
skills in preparation for a consensus-building discussion task

*Discuss and practice teaching techniques and planning ideas from the session

108158 (K)

10:30-12:00 Sessionl(90 %) < Teaching an integrated skills textbook unit >

Teachers will take part in a demonstration lesson as learners. Teachers will experience lessons from a High School textbook unit with the
following features: - A warm-up interactive discussion - Scaffolded listening and reading activities

13:00-14:50 Session2 (110 %) < Consensus—building discussion and communication strategies >

Teachers will:
- Take part in a consensus-building discussion - Practice communication strategies - Analyse the steps of the demonstration lesson

15:00-17:00 Session3 (120 43) < Planning and teaching practice >

Teachers will practice:
- Analysing what vocabulary and background knowledge are needed to set up a successful consensus building discussion
Backwards planning of aunit - Teaching skills for setting up, monitoring and providing feedback on a consensus-building discussion
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